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SNOW COVERS CAMPUS

Women’s studies
program launches
‘Vagappalachialogues’ Winter weather causes Tuesday evening class cancellations
By JOCELYN GIBSON

THE PARTHENON
The women’s studies program has created a personal
performance in which students,
faculty and community members have written their own
monologues and will perform
them in a production called
“Vagappalachialogues.”
The production was inspired
by the annual performance
of Eve Ensler’s “The Vagina
Monologues” which supports
the movement to end violence
against women.
One of the individuals
working to bring this project
together is Liz Deal. Deal is the
director and co-editor of the
production. She also wrote a
few pieces for the production.
“Some of the stories are
heartbreaking, some are hilarious, and everything in
between,” Deal said. “It is so
important that we share what
is good and bad in our lives,
where we fall and where we
triumph.”
The other individual who
has helped to compile and edit
the monologues is Laura Michele Diener. She is the faculty
liaison of the production as
well as an assistant professor
in the history department and
teaches the women’s studies
101 course.
“I encourage my students to
write about themselves both
in and out of the classroom,”
Diener said. “One theme I see
over and over in student writing is the frustration of young
women with their lack of a
voice in their families and communities, and the culture clash
between their college lives and
their traditional backgrounds.”
Diener
said
this
observation of a theme is
part of what inspired the
“Vagappalachialogues.”
“After reading Eve Ensler’s
‘Vagina Monologues,’ I ask
students to write their own vagina monologues,” she said. “I
am always amazed at the way
they weave environment and
history and tradition and family together with the stories of
their own sexuality.”
Deal and Diener have written their own monologues for
the show and will be given joint
writing credit along with all the
other contributors to the piece.
Deal will be casting the piece,
while Diener is planning to audition and hopes to earn a role
herself.
“The ‘Vagappalachialogues’
is a project that gives people a
chance to participate on a lot of
levels — writing, performing,
listening, raising awareness and
raising money for local organizations that support the needs
of women and children,” Deal
said.
Auditions for “Vagappalachialogues” will continue in Marcos
4-7 p.m. Wednesday for men and
women ages 18 to 100.
The performance will be at 8
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 15 in Marcos.
All money raised through ticket
sales and donations will benefit the Hovah Hall Underwood
Children’s Home in Ona, which
provides emergency shelter, foster care and other services for
girls and boys ages 10-18.
Jocelyn Gibson can be
contacted at gibson243@
marshall.edu.

Road conditions cause multiple accidents across the tri-state
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Snow streams down on the John Marshall statue, the Memorial
Fountain and students walking between buildings Tuesday.

Red Cross blood drive
scheduled for Wednesday
By KYLEE McMULLEN

THE PARTHENON
Marshall
University’s
American Red Cross Club
will set up a blood drive
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday in the Don Morris
room of the Memorial
Student Center.
The event is sponsored
by Alpha Xi Delta, Alpha
Sigma Phi and Pi Kappa
Phi.
Kyle Kurtz, a junior
business
management
major and president of
the Marshall University
American Red Cross Club,
said the need for blood is
always constant.

“On average we see about
35 to 55 donors per drive,”
Kurtz said. “Our goal for every drive is 50 donors.”
Allyson Carr, public relations chair of the American
Red Cross Club, said their
main goal is to raise awareness by targeting young
adults and getting them to
donate in order to make
them lifelong donors.
The club meets on the
first Tuesday night of every
month in the Memorial Student Center and members
volunteer their time with
multiple different community services.
The next club meeting

is scheduled for 7 p.m. on
Tuesday, Feb. 4
“A lot of people don’t even
know about our club,” Kurtz
said. “We open the floor up
to anyone and everyone.
They are always welcome.”
Anyone interested in donating blood that cannot
attend this blood drive can
donate at the local American
Red Cross located at 1111
Veterans Memorial Blvd in
Huntington.
The club will be sponsoring another blood drive Feb.
5 and 6.
Kylee
McMullen
can
be contacted at mcmullen11@marshall.edu.
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W.Va. students return to school after chemical spill
By JESSICA ROSS

THE PARTHENON
West Virginia students in
Kanawha and Boone County
will be returning to school following the water crisis that
prevented them from attending for over a week.
The water crisis primarily affected six counties in the state,
according to the West Virginia
Board of Education website.
The affected counties are Boone,
Kanawha, Fayette, Lincoln, Preston and Putnam Counties.

Greeks
help
those
affected
by water
crisis

As of Tuesday, the two counties that remained closed are
Boone and Kanawha County.
Thomas Williams, Kanawha
County’s deputy superintendent, said all students would
return to class in Kanawha
County Tuesday.
Williams said many parents
were initially concerned about
their children returning to the
classroom following the water
crisis, however they have been
assured the students’ safety
will be a priority.

The schools’ water systems
have been flushed, according to the safety standards
recommended by the health
department and Williams said
that extra precautions would
be taken.
“The menu’s have been adjusted and we will be providing
students with bottled water
during the first week of class,”
Williams said.
Another concern for parents
is the time their children have
lost in the classroom. Williams

said students would be able to
complete the 180-day school
year based on the plan the
county’s board of education
has to make up this time.
John Hudson, superintendent of Boone County, said
their students are expected
to return to the classroom
Wednesday. The Boone County
Board of Education will decide
on their complete course of action over the next few days, but
they also plan to make changes
to their county’s faculty days.

“We have removed the halfday early out days from the
calendar,” Hudson said, “and
we have removed our curriculum day as well.”
Hudson said that this will
cover most of the time lost due
to the water crisis, and if the
weather causes more time lost
in the classroom, the board of
education may decide to extend the school year a few days
into the summer, up to an additional six days.
Boone County has also

See GREEK | Page 5
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The driver walked away from this accident unharmed in Jacksonville, Md., Tuesday.

Winter storm expected to bring
heaps of snow to Northeast
By MICHAEL MUSKAL

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Snow began falling in parts
of the Northeast on Tuesday,
the vanguard of a major storm
that has already led to the
cancellation of thousands of
flights, an unexpected closure
of some federal offices and
even prompted New Jersey Gov.
Chris Christie to drop plans for
his inauguration party.
The storm could bring eight
to 12 inches of snow to Philadelphia and the New York
metropolitan area and perhaps
more than a foot in Boston as
it works its way through New
England. The storm — an unwelcome sequel to the polar
vortex whose icy grip choked
the Midwest and East earlier
this month — also is expected

to bring wind chills as nasty as
10 degrees below zero.
“A wave of low pressure
is developing along a strong
Arctic front currently sinking
southward through the MidAtlantic, and this is expected to
develop into a strong surface
low off the coast of New England,” the National Weather
Service said. “This will result
in an expanding shield of moderate to locally heavy snow
from the central Appalachians
to southern New England, including all of the Mid-Atlantic
region.
“Winter storm warnings and
winter weather advisories are
in effect for these areas, where
snowfall amounts ranging from
a couple of inches to nearly a
foot are expected. The greatest

totals are likely for southern
New England, and gusty winds
are likely in this area to accompany the snow,” the weather
service forecast.
Heavy winds and precipitation are expected, especially
in the power-centric nexus
from the nation’s capital to
New York and on to Boston.
Vehicle travel throughout the
Boston-Washington corridor
was expected to be hindered
by Polar Vortex II.
Nearly 2,200 flights have
already been canceled, according to the flight-tracking site
Flightaware.com and thousands more delayed Tuesday.
An additional 450 flights for
Wednesday were also canceled
as airlines prepared for the
worst.

Artwork from around the world
displayed at Drinko Library
By BRECKIN WELLS

THE PARTHENON
The great artworks from the
Dahesh Museum of Art in New
York City and other notorious
museums around the world will
be on display at the John Deaver
Drinko Library until Friday.
Helen Majdalany, Theatre
Program Assistant, shows off
her Sacred Visions: 19th Century Biblical Art Exhibit to all
the students and faculty at Marshall University.
A total of three art exhibits a
year is shown at the library by
Majdalany.
Majdalany’s art exhibits are
determined on the schedule that
she is provided for the year and
tries to relate a theme to the exhibit with the certain month that
the display is showing.
When I got the schedule
for this year’s display with a

INTO
doubles
number of
students
for spring
semester
By EKATERINA GUTSAN

By ERIKA RITTENHOUSE

THE PARTHENON
Greek organizations Alpha
Tau Omega, Delta Zeta and Alpha Sigma Phi collaborated
with one another Saturday to
make water donations to those
affected by the water crisis.
After compiling 15 cases of
water, members of Alpha Tau
Omega drove to Charleston to
make a donation to the area
most affected by the chemical
spill. At the capitol, they were
directed to West Virginia State
University, where water was
needed the most.
“Once we heard about the water situation we really wanted
to help make a difference in the
community and help anyone effected by the crisis,” Joey Jacob,
community service chair for
Alpha Tau Omega, said. “The
main reason we decided to help
donate was to encourage others to help as well. It’s hard to
imagine if something like this
were to happen in Huntington
on Marshall’s campus.”
Delta Zeta and Alpha Sigma
Phi worked together to make
water donations to the Belle
Fire Department. Delta Zeta
collected 15 cases of water as
well as 10 jugs of water. Then,
members of Alpha Sigma Phi
delivered the water to the fire
department.
“We have a lot of sisters from
surrounding areas affected by

followed the recommended
flushing procedures, and altered the menus offered by
the cafeteria during the first
week. Hudson said the National Guard brought water to
the schools for cafeteria staff
to use for cooking if needed.
They also provided bottled
water for the students to
drink during the first week of
school.
Jessica Ross can be contacted
at
jessica.ross@
marshall.edu.

starting date of November, I
thought of the holiday season
and searched the art events
to find an inspirational theme
that fit the season.” Majdalany
said. “This exhibition considers
the rich diversity and transformation of biblical subject
matter produced during the
nineteenth century by masters
of the academic tradition.”
Majdalany’s late sister, Nouhad Majdalany Hanna, would
have art displays at the Cabell
County Public Library and at
the James E. Morrow Library
before John Deaver Drinko Library was built.
She began showing art exhibits at the library 11 years ago,
and ever since then she has
been keeping the spirit of her
sister alive through putting on
the art exhibits at Marshall University and around the city of

Huntington.
“When I came to Huntington
in 2003, the art display was one
of the things to do to continue
the work my sister started,”
Majdalany said
The artworks of the 19th
century are in storage and not
necessarily on display in most
museums around the country.
“The 19th century art is coming back in vogue and museums
are more often displaying the
19th century artworks, even
one museum in New York, the
Dahesh Museum of Art opened
a decade or so ago, and is
considered to be the only institution in the United States
devoted to collecting, exhibiting, and interpreting works by
Europe’s academically trained
artists of the 19th century
and early 20th centuries,” Majdalany said.
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The purpose of the Biblical art exhibit is to provide
students and faculty with
more knowledge of academic
knowledge.
“By preparing for the art display about the 19th century, I
feel that I help shed some light on
academic art,” Majdalany said.
Majdalany has many new
projects in the near future
including a 19th Century
Women’s Art Exhibit at Drinko
Library that will open in March
and a series called “Windows”
which provides a 3rd dimension on art.
One thing that Majdalany
wants to be taken away from
her exhibit is for art to be appreciated more than it already
is.
“Art appreciation, it is the

See ART | Page 5

Schools in Pennsylvania,
New
Jersey,
Connecticut,
Virginia, West Virginia and
Kentucky stayed closed for
an extra day after the Martin
Luther King Jr. Day holiday, or
planned to send students home
early.
Government offices in Washington were closed, the U.S.
Office of Personnel Management said on its website.
Christie, whose inauguration
for his second term after his
landslide reelection has been
marred by state Legislature
and federal investigations of
complaints that his administration tried to bully political
opponents, was forced to modify his schedule of events by
canceling an evening party on
Ellis Island.

THE PARTHENON
With the new semester underway the INTO Marshall
University has opened its
doors to several new international students, doubling
their numbers from previous
semesters.
The new students have already received schedules, had
a campus tour and explored
American culture.
“INTO is expecting to have
more students come to Marshall University,” Stephanie
Hurley, director of student
experience at INTO, said. “It
is growing progressively and
each semester the number of
students is going to be higher.
It is exciting for all of us and as
we grow it changes how we do
things.”
Hurley says the semester has
started off well with several returning students who are full
of energy as well as new students who are full of potential.
INTO accommodates more
than 210 students from 26
countries, with the majority of
students coming from China,
Saudi Arabia, Vietnam, and
Brazil.
Sarah Craiger, enrollment
manager at INTO, said they
had 77 new students arrived to
campus this semester and expect around 200 new students
next semester.
Ekaterina Gutsan can be
contacted at gutsan@marshall.edu.
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Holliday on the hunt in West Virginia
By BRAXTON CRISP

THE PARTHENON
West Virginians have proven
to be valuable to the Marshall University Thundering
Herd football team in the past.
Names such as Randy Moss and
Chris Massey stick out as players from the Mountain State
who helped Marshall succeed
in the 1990s. Dating back to
the World War II-era of the
Thundering Herd football program, Frank “Gunner” Gatski
played for Marshall from 1940
to 1942. He then went on to a

NFL Hall of Fame career with
the Detroit Lions and Cleveland
Browns. Gatski is heralded at
Marshall, being that he’s the
only Herd football player to
ever have his number retired.
His number 72 adorns the front
of the press box at Joan C. Edwards Stadium.
The Herd’s 2013 Military
Bowl champion team had nine
West Virginians on the roster, as well as 34 Floridians
and players from other states.
Even though guys like Rakeem
Cato and Gator Hoskins are not

CLINT
VAN HORN

RICHARD CRANK | THE PARTHENON

from West Virginia, that doesn’t
mean West Virginians didn’t
play a vital role in the successes
of the Herd in 2013.
With less than a month until
National Signing Day, Marshall
Head Coach Doc Holliday and the
rest of the Herd coaching staff
have hit the recruiting trail to
find the next West Virginia high
school player to make the transition to Division I college football.
“On Thursday and Friday this
week we’re going to hit every
school in the state of West Virginia,” Holliday said.
“Look around our football
team right now, at that bowl
game. Blake Brooks played
extremely well in that game,”
Holliday said. “He went in there
and played a lot of guard and
played well and is going to play
a lot of guard for us next year
from South Charleston.”
Brooks and Beckley-native
Clint Van Horn stuck out to Holliday as two players who came
into Marshall as non-scholarship players.
“Those are two guys, to be
honest with you, weren’t recruited in high school very
much at all and ended up being
walk-ons, but are good football
players,” Holliday said.
“Van Horn, at the end of this
year, may have been one of the
best offensive linemen in Conference USA. Derek Mitchell
contributed greatly for us, was
our special teams player of the
year,” Holliday said.
West Virginia isn’t known for
being the recruiting hotbeds

that Florida and Texas are,
but that doesn’t mean players
from the Mountain State never
succeed at college football’s
highest level. Holliday has gotten plenty of good play out of
under-the-radar West Virginians before, as he mentioned
with Van Horn and Brooks.
Holliday said West Virginians
have plenty of passion for football, but haven’t evolved into
budding prospects.
“I think a lot of players in
West Virginia have big ole
hearts but they’re underdeveloped,” Holliday said. “Look at
every one of those kids I mentioned, they didn’t come in as
very good players. They came
in here as guys who love football and have big ole hearts
who are willing to work extremely hard to get where they
are, and they’ve turned out to
be really good.”
Holliday added that he wants
to give the opportunity to play to
every player in the state who has
an interest in Marshall University
and playing college football.
One local high school coach
who wants to see his graduating
players go on to play in college,
but has also been in the same
situation as being overlooked
by many of the big schools in
Cabell Midland High School
head coach Luke Salmons.
Salmons played at Marshall on
the offensive line from 1999
to 2003 after playing in high
school at Ravenswood, W.Va.

DOC HOLLIDAY

RICHARD CRANK | THE PARTHENON
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NFC, AFC championship games provoke
strong feelings — even afterward

Herd fans encoraged
to vote in NCAA
6th Fan competition

By SAM FARMER

By MICHAEL CIRCLE

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
No San Francisco? Check.
No New England? Check.
No hard feelings? Well ...
There were ruffled feathers
and bruised feelings from coast
to coast Monday in the aftermath of the NFL's conference
title games.
In Seattle, the Seahawks
were both celebrating their victory over the 49ers and dealing
with the fallout in the wake of
cornerback Richard Sherman's
unseemly, chest-thumping outburst on national TV, moments
after he made the game-saving
play.
In Foxborough, Mass., Patriots Coach Bill Belichick
leveled a serious accusation
against one of his former
stars, Denver receiver Wes
Welker, accusing him of dirty
play in a hit that took out
cornerback Aqib Talib in the
Broncos' big win.
Outside of New England,
Sherman was all the talk. A
quick rewind: Sherman was
interviewed within minutes of
deflecting a would-be touchdown pass to San Francisco's
Michael Crabtree, a tipped ball
that the Seahawks intercepted.
Sherman was flagged for putting his hands to his throat to
make a choke sign. Minutes
later, in an interview with
Fox's Erin Andrews, Sherman
screamed: "I'm the best corner
in the game! When you try me
with a sorry receiver like Crabtree, that's the result you're
going to get!"
The reaction was swift and
visceral, with fans and even
players from other NFL teams
ripping Sherman, a Stanford graduate who's typically
good-natured and happy-golucky, and whose bombastic
comments usually border on
comically endearing. But not
this time.

PAUL KITAGAKI JR.| SACRAMENTO BEE | MCT

Seattle Seahawks cornerback Richard Sherman (25) hits ball away from San Francisco 49ers wide receiver
Michael Crabtree (15) during the NFC championship game at CenturyLink Field in Seattle Sunday. The Seattle
Seahawks defeated the San Francisco 49ers, 23-17.
Seahawks coach Pete Carroll
said he had a talk with Sherman
on Monday and reminded him
how important it is that one
outspoken player not steal the
spotlight from one of the greatest team accomplishments in
franchise history.
"He was really clear that the
last thing he wanted to do was
take something away from our
team and what we had accomplished," Carroll said. "He got
caught right in the throes of the
battle and all that, and there's
a little bit of leeway there,

particularly for guys who play
on such an edge emotionally,
like Richard. ... It's something
that came out in the heat of the
game and all the emotion."
Across the country, on his
weekly radio show, Patriots quarterback Tom Brady
scolded Sherman for his on-air
eruption. Brady and Sherman
have a history, as Sherman got
in Brady's face last season after
the Seahawks beat New England in Seattle.
"I don't know (Sherman)
at all," Brady said on Boston's

WEEI. "I've watched him play.
He's that kind of guy. So, you
know, I approach the game
- and I have respect for my opponents. That's the way our
team always plays. We win with
graciousness, and when we
lose, we could do better. Some
teams don't always do that, or
that's not their program."
Sherman responded to a text
from The Los Angeles Times on
Monday afternoon, writing that
he's going to "stay off the radar

See NFL | Page 5
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THE PARTHENON
The polls are open, and
voters across the nation are
stepping up to the plate to
vote for their favorite school
in the country. The NCAA
6th Fan competition will give
$100,000 to the winning
school, and various individual
prizes to voters throughout
the sweepstakes.
Andrew Piper, a graduate
assistant in the Sports Information office and graduate
from the University of Florida,
is trying to bring attention to
the contest, and make fans,
students, and alumni or otherwise, aware of the help they
can give to Marshall University by voting.
“It’s a chance to show that
our fans are willing to support the Thundering Herd
in whatever way they can,”
Piper said.
Voting can be done on
the NCAA 6th Fan website,
6thfan.ncaa.com. Users can
either vote from the site, or
use their Facebook or Twitter accounts. Voting can be
done once per method, per
day, meaning that Marshall
will get three votes a day
from a student who votes on
the website and via Twitter
and Facebook. Use the hash
tag, #6thFan, on Twitter
and the school’s hash tag,
#MARSH.

The first round of the contest ends Feb. 16 at 11:59 p.m.
“After the first entry period
ends, schools ranked 17th and
below will be dropped and
the others will be taken to the
Sweet Sixteen to be voted on
through February 23,” Piper
said.
The rest of the tournamentstyle contest will run in like
fashion with the NCAA Basketball Tournament, moving
into the Elite Eight, the Final
Four and the championshipvoting match for the $100,000
prize.
“We were able to create
a push for Marco to win the
Conference USA Mascot contest so we thought maybe we
could do the same with the 6th
Fan,” Piper said. “It’s cool to
be able to win money for the
school.”
The contest website shows
current rankings and tells
a strange story of popularity, presenting to the reader
that the top three spots are
currently being held by Arkansas State, the University
of Texas-Pan American and
the University of Kentucky
respectively. Marshall currently ranks 66th in the
nation and is second in the
C-USA behind the University of North Carolina at
Charlotte.

See NCAA | Page 5

C M Y K 50 INCH

Opinion

4

| MARSHALLPARTHENON.COM

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2014 |

Online Polls

EDITORIAL

Congress, it’s time for a change
With the “Do Not Use” advisories lifted
after the Jan. 9 chemical spill that left
300,000 people without usable water it
would seem life in central West Virginia is
returning to normal, right?
Wrong.
The chemical, 4-methylcyclohexane
methanol, is a mystery to those affected by
the spill, but more so, it’s a mystery to the
company responsible for its production.
Eastman Chemical, the company that
produced Crude MCHM, which is composed of 4-methylcyclohexane methanol,
did its own testing, and in a 15-page data
sheet containing the results, the phrase
“no data available” was used 152 times.
The result of all the uncertainty is a lot

of backtracking after the “Do Not Use”
advisories were lifted. Pregnant women
were told not to drink the water. Concerns
only grow instead of diminish Trust becomes harder to repair.
But it’s not just Eastman Chemical.
Companies all across the country aren’t
required by law to prove a chemical as
hazardous or not before introducing it to
the market.
This is a lesson West Virginians are, unfortunately, learning first hand.
This is not a lesson that should have
to be repeated. For West Virginia or any
other state in the nation.
It is time the-powers-that-be in Congress realize we need stricter regulations.

The current regulation on chemical safety
is 37 years old, and in that time only five
chemicals have been banned. The last
time the federal government banned an
unsafe chemical was in 1991.
It seems that any man-made chemical
would need testing to ensure it doesn’t
pose a threat to human life, no?
Perhaps now Congress will take this
into account, but for now we play the waiting game with our limited information.
We don’t know what the chemical is
capable of. We don’t know what the longterm effects are going to be. At this point,
there are far more questions than there
are answers, which means this is only the
beginning.

MCT CAMPUS

COLUMN

Students should take advantage of library services
By LACHEL HOUSE

COLUMNIST
Marshall has plenty of helpful resources
that come in handy for students. The Student Resource Center aids you in many
different issues, such as schedule changes
and questions about certain aspects of campus. The tutoring center is always there to
lend a hand to students who need a little
assistance in certain subjects. Although
Marshall offers plenty of helpful hands for
their students, the library is the most helpful and beneficial resources a student can
find on this campus.
Last week, I needed six books for one of
my English classes. Honestly, no college student wants to buy any more books than they
have to. The thought of buying those books
was not too welcoming in my mind. So, I
took a trip to Drinko only to find that five out
of the six books I needed for my class were
available in the library to be checked out. To
my benefit, the book that was not in Drinko
could be requested on EZ Borrow.
EZ Borrow, one of the resources offered
through the library, will save your life. Trust
me, it will become one of your best friends
here at Marshall. At some point in time in
your college career, you will need to get your

hands on a book that will not be available in
Drinko or Morrow. That is when EZ Borrow
comes to your rescue. You simply go on the
library’s website, click the EZ Borrow link,
and request the book that you need. It will
arrive to Drinko in about a week or two.
When writing a paper, college professors
usually require the majority of your sources
be scholarly. The library is the perfect place
to find these sources in a timely manner.
Last semester, my religious studies class
required at least ten scholarly sources for a
ten page paper. A large bulk of those sources
was found in Drinko, while the others were
found on JSTOR and EBSCOhost.
JSTOR and EBSCOhost, two of my favorite
databases given to students from Marshall,
are another source that is offered through
the library that can be found on their website.
Once you hit the library’s website, go to the
Popular Databases page and find the source
that will help you. My favorite thing about
JSTOR and EBSCOhost is its option to search
for sources that are strictly scholarly. This
will save you a lot of time. There are other
databases that can be extremely helpful as
well, such as Lexis Nexis and CQ Researcher.
The Popular Databases page is a guide to a
plethora of helpful academic resources.

The Writing Center is another helpful
aspect available at the library. Located
on the second floor in Drinko, students
who need help with writing research
papers can stop by the library and get
assistance. As a matter of fact, one of
my professors this semester is requiring that her students take a trip to the
Writing Center to get a peer review on a
major research paper due at the end of
the semester.
Technological support is a major advantage of the library. When I arrived on
campus freshman year, my laptop could
not connect to Marshall’s WiFi. After a
quick visit to the IT Center in Drinko, my
problem was fixed in a matter of minutes.
IT helps with many other issues, as well.
They can even help you download apps,
such as Black Board, on your phone.
These are just a few reasons the library
is my favorite resource on campus. From
books to technology, it helps you in many
different areas of college life. So, take advantage of everything the library has to
offer. Drinko is that place to be here at
Marshall University.
LaChel House can be contacted at
house13@marshall.edu.

BISHOP NASH
EXECUTIVE EDITOR
nash24@marshall.edu

The Parthenon, Marshall University’s student newspaper, is published
by students Monday through Friday during the regular semester and
Thursday during the summer. The editorial staff is responsible for news
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YOU CAN BE HERD
Who will win Album of the Year at
this year’s Grammy Awards?

Where is your favorite place to study
for finals?

Daft Punk
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis
Taylor Swift

Residence halls
The library
Starbucks

38%
50%
12%

Voice your opinion. It is your right. Answer our poll at
www.marshallparthenon.com or tweet us your answer at @MUParthenon.

COLUMN

Rather than fight inequality, seek opportunity
By CATHY YOUNG

NEWSDAY(MCT)
In the early 1990s, after Soviet communism collapsed,
many Western pundits argued that a market economy
wouldn’t work in Russia because hostility toward wealth
was so entrenched most people would rather be poor but
equal.
On my trips to Moscow back
then, I met many Russians who
disagreed. The problem, a middle-age cabdriver told me, was
that the average person had no
chance to make a decent living:
if he and his family were doing
well, what did he care if some
other guy was super-rich.
Twenty years later, inequality is the focus of debate in
the United States. The war on
inequality was the centerpiece
of Bill de Blasio’s campaign for
mayor of New York — and of his
inauguration speech on New
Year’s Day. President Barack
Obama, too, has embraced the
cause. In a speech last month,
he deplored “a dangerous and
growing inequality and lack of
upward mobility” jeopardizing
the American idea that “if you
work hard, you have a chance
to get ahead.”
But is inequality the problem — and is the American
dream really in decline?
Part of the debate focuses
on how to measure inequality. Analysts on the left, such
as economist and New York
Times columnist Paul Krugman, cite data showing that
incomes for the very rich have
skyrocketed while those of
other Americans have stagnated or even dropped. Those
on the right, such as John C.
Goodman, an economist with
the National Center for Policy
Analysis, counter with other
figures — taking into account
taxes, government programs,
noncash benefits such as
health insurance, and changes
in household composition
— suggesting that inflationadjusted income gains over the
past 35 years have taken place
across the board.
Still, even the estimates preferred by conservatives, such
as Congressional Budget Office numbers, show a dramatic

growth in income disparities.
From 1979 to 2007, incomes
for the top 1 percent have
nearly tripled, while increasing by 65 percent for the rest
of the top one-fifth of the
population, by less than 20
percent for the bottom fifth,
and by 40 percent for those in
the middle. Is this a problem if
everyone’s fortunes improve
— and if people have a chance
to move up the ladder?
That brings us to the second part of Obama’s claim:
that America is lagging in upward mobility. Indeed, the
classic rags-to-riches story is
relatively rare: Fewer than 10
percent of Americans raised in
families in the bottom fifth of
incomes end up moving into
the top fifth. Almost 60 percent, however, do at least move
up from the bottom fifth. And
since the studies track mobility across generations, they
leave out immigrants — for
whom the American dream remains very much alive.
While the situation is not
as dire as many liberals claim,
conservative arguments often understate the problem.
If low-income Americans are
only kept from falling further
behind by government programs, that’s not something
to cheer for if you deplore
welfare dependency. Indeed,
growing numbers of conservatives recognize the need to
address the social, cultural and
economic forces keeping the
very poor trapped at the bottom — as well as the bane of
long-term unemployment. But
the solutions have to include,
above all, job creation and economic growth.
Much of Obama’s speech
focused on the need for more
opportunity and fewer barriers to advancement. Yet
naming inequality itself a key
issue was a rhetorical bow
to a segment of the left that
sees large income disparities
themselves as morally offensive. It is a divisive rhetoric
that plays not only to left-wing
grievances but also to rightwing stereotypes of liberals as
socialists. Enhancing opportunity, not battling inequality,
should be our goal.

GUIDELINES FOR SENDING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please keep letters to the editor at 300 words or fewer. They
must be saved in Microsoft
Word and sent as an attachment. Longer letters may be
used as guest columns at the
editor’s discretion. Guest column status will not be given at
the author’s request. All letters
must be signed and include an
address or phone number for
confirmation. Letters may be
edited for grammar, libelous
statements, available space
or factual errors. Compelling

letters that are posted on The
Parthenon website, www.marshallparthenon.com, can be
printed at the discretion of the
editors.
The opinions expressed in
the columns and letters do
not necessarily represent the
views of The Parthenon staff.
Please send news releases
to the editors at parthenon@
marshall.edu. Please keep
in mind, letters are printed
based on timeliness, newsworthiness and space.
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Terrorism threat at the Olympics:
A sad but unalterable fact of life
By BILL DWYER

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Little did the Greeks know what they
were getting us into back in 1896. And how
could they?
Certainly, their vision of the Olympics
probably went no further than to celebrate
which of them ran the best marathon in a
loincloth.
Now, we are three weeks from the start
of the Sochi (Russia) Winter Olympics, and
the anticipation of sport is, once again,
being overshadowed by the concern for
safety. There are headlines about athletes,
but bigger ones about their well-being.
Once again, security is trumping sport.
These Olympics are meant to be for skating and skiing and curling, not bombing
and maiming.
Yet here we are, once again, mixing our
expectation of achievement and celebration with fear of the unimaginable. Without
trying to sound too much like the Rodney
King lament, can't we ever just play our
games in peace and quiet?
Sometimes, these pre-Olympic security
scares feel contrived, more like a warning to the bad guys and a justification for
spending many millions of dollars to beef
up the policing.
This time, not so much.
At least 34 people died last month in two
bombings in a city 400 miles away. Now
comes news of threatening videos and the
reported arrival in Sochi of a female suicide
bomber.
One security expert who reports for CNN,
Frances Fragos Townsend, said recently,
"This is the most dangerous threatened environment we have seen for the Olympics."
Accompanying all this are reports that
the United States will have two warships

NFL

Continued from Page 3
for a few days." But earlier, in a weekly
column for TheMMQB.com, he wrote: "It
was loud, it was in the moment, and it was
just a small part of the person I am. I don't
want to be a villain, because I'm not a villainous person."
Sherman said he attempted to shake
Crabtree's hand after making the play "but
he ignored me."
"I patted him, stuck out my hand and
said, 'Good game, good game.' That's when
he shoved my face, and that's when I went
off," Sherman said.
There were also reports of fans throwing

nearby, as well as several C-17 transport
planes at the ready for evacuating U.S. citizens. That alone would appear to make it
tougher to focus on your triple toe loop, or,
if you are a fan, on which event to attend.
The best shield is a dismissal of reality,
as former figure skating star Tara Lipinski
did when she said recently, "There are so
many threats at the Olympics, the athletes
are used to that."
One theory says that all the publicity
the scarers get from doing the scaring is
enough for them. Here's hoping.
Reality says that 40,000 Russian security
personnel, the announced number, are not
on hand merely to march in parades.
We make no recommendation here as to
how to solve this. We have no magic, just a
sadness that it has come to this, that something as healing as international sports
competition has to share the wonders of its
athleticism and joy of its celebrations with
the fear of evil.
Sadly, there is a track record that shows
that none of this should be taken as just
bad guys crying wolf.
In Munich in 1972, 11 Israelis died and
we found out when ABC's Jim McKay,
stricken with the burden of having to be
the bearer of horrible news, looked into the
camera and said, "They're all gone."
We experienced it firsthand in Atlanta in
1996. When you walk into a crowd of departing people, minutes after a noise that
can only be identified as a bomb, and see
ashen faces and blood on arms and cheeks,
you know sport has been violated.
Those Games went on, but mattered less.
The Munich murderers, the Palestinian
group Black September, were terrorists.
So was the Atlanta murderer, Eric Rudolph, whose bomb that night in Olympic

Centennial Park killed Alice Hawthorne
and injured 111.
This stuff is real. People with violent
agendas see the Olympics as a home game.
The plainclothes police outside our media hotel in Athens in 2004 _ the same guys
standing in the same place every day and
looking greatly like special LAPD assignees though never confirmed to us _ were
real. The military tank that showed up one
day at the 2008 Beijing Olympics at the
entrance to the press center was not just
there for a photo op.
The Olympics, sadly, have become so
much more than the old ABC "Wide World of
Sports" slogan, also intoned by McKay: "The
thrill of victory and the agony of defeat."
They are nationalistic joy, colorful entertainment, inspirational efforts.
And they are Lilly, of whom we have written before.
She was about 10 years old, on a train
with her family en route to events in the
2000 Sydney Games. She held her event
ticket so tight her knuckles were white. She
and her family had saved and saved so they
could make the long train trip to Sydney.
They had left in the middle of the night,
and after a long day of Olympic viewing,
would head back on the train. After ticketbuying, there wasn't enough money for a
hotel room.
Lilly said she would be an Olympian one
day, either a swimmer or gymnast. We have
forgotten which one. We do remember her
passion for getting there, both that day to
see and someday to compete.
This is all pretty basic.
Sick people's agendas must be stopped
from turning the Olympic dreams of a Lilly
into the Olympic disillusionment of an entire generation.

food at 49ers linebacker NaVorro Bowman
after he was carted off the field with torn
knee ligaments. A Seattle TV station aired
footage of popcorn raining down on him
as he was taken through the locker-room
tunnel.
"If it's true," Sherman wrote, "it's beyond
terrible. That's as low as it gets."
Meanwhile, Belichick implied Welker established a new low with his hit on Talib,
who was attempting to cover Broncos receiver Demaryius Thomas on a crossing
route in the second quarter. He was clobbered by Welker, who was running the
opposite direction and slammed into him,
their shoulders colliding. Talib left the
game with a knee injury.

"I think it was a deliberate play by the
receiver to take out Aqib, no attempt to
get open," Belichick said. "I'll let the league
handle the discipline on that play. It's not
for me to decide, but it's one of the worst
plays I've seen."
Welker said after the game he did not intend to hurt Talib.
"I wanted to come underneath and we
just kind of collided," the receiver said. "It
wasn't a deal where I was trying to hit him
or anything like that."
Welker was not flagged on the play, and
there's a great deal of speculation that
Belichick reacted so strongly because of the
raw feelings that linger about Welker's decision to leave the Patriots for the Broncos.

than that."
"The suspect was apprehended on the east
side of the Electrical Engineering building just
outside the building," McClure said.
He said police believe the shooter was
targeting the man he shot and "there was
no effort to target anyone else."
"Nobody else was wounded or hit by
gunfire, it was just the person who was
killed," McClure said.
Police said there was no argument or
fight before the shooting.
Indiana State Police were working with
Purdue University Police to process the
crime scene, Cox said.
West Lafayette police executed a search
warrant at Cousins' home in West Lafayette,
a spokesman for the police department
said in the news conference. Police have
had prior contact with Cousins in an alcohol-related arrest, the spokesman said.
Immediately after the shooting, students
were initially told to stay in place until the
building was cleared and the area fully
searched. Around 12:45 p.m., other campus
buildings were opened and the "shelter in
place order" was lifted, the school tweeted.
A few minutes later, the school tweeted
an all-clear. "No ongoing threat to campus.
Resume normal operations. (Electrical Engineering) will remain closed."
Erica Ambrose, a senior in the School of
Agriculture, told the school's newspaper
that she was in class in the Electrical Engineering building when she "heard shouting
downstairs and it sounded like people
were running through the hallways, just
yelling at each other."
"We heard the sirens and we looked out the
window to see they had somebody in handcuffs," Ambrose told the Purdue Exponent.
"Then, the fire alarms went on to evacuate
so we came outside. When we got out, that's
when we got the text to avoid the area.

"We didn't actually hear the gunshot,"
she said. "We just heard yelling."
Kirk Choquette, a 20-year-old sophomore, said he was walking from the
bathroom to his class on the first floor of
the engineering building when he heard
gunshots.
"Initially I didn't think they were gunshots," he said. "I thought someone was
just banging on the wall on the wall ... then
I heard cops yell, 'Get down.'"
Shortly after he got to his class, he said,
police told students to leave the building.
While standing outside, Choquette said,
he and a friend saw a person leave the
building with what appeared to be blood
on his hands.
Felicia Leibering, 18, said she was sitting
in her economics class in the engineering building when she and her classmates
heard yelling from the hallway.
"Our teacher was like 'what's going on up
there?' and people sort of giggled," she said.
She said the professor asked students
to look into the hallway and that minutes
later police officers entered the large lecture hall and told everyone to evacuate the
building.
"We didn't hear any gunshots, just kind
of muffled yelling outside the room," she
said. "There were cops everywhere, standing there as we evacuated the building and
along the road outside."
Leibering said it wasn't until she was
walking to a different building, where her
next class was located, that she received a
text message from the university notifying
students of the shooting.
"I was in shock," she said. "I started picking up the pace to get to the building I was
going to."
Cousins was scheduled for a court hearing at 2:30 p.m. local time Wednesday,
according to jail records.

1 dead, 1 held following shooting at Purdue
By ROSEMARY REGINA SOBOL

CHICAGO TRIBUNE (MCT)
A Purdue University senior from Wisconsin is dead and another student is in
custody on suspicion of murder following
a shooting on the university campus in
West LaFayette, Ind., according to school
officials.
The gunman walked into a basement
classroom of the Electrical Engineering
building around noon while a class was
going on, school and law enforcement officials told a news conference. Classes were
cancelled for the rest of Tuesday and for
Wednesday, officials said.
The victim was identified as Andrew F.
Boldt, 21, a senior from West Bend, Wis.,
who also was a teaching assistant, Purdue
University Police Chief John Cox said in a
news conference at 6 p.m. Tuesday.
The suspect, who appeared to have targeted
Boldt, was identified as Cody M. Cousins, 23, a
student in the college of engineering at Purdue, Cox said. He has been booked into the
Tippecanoe County Jail on suspicion of murder, according to jail records. Records show
Cousins is from Centerville, Ohio and Warsaw,
Ind., Cox said.
The attacker did not appear to be randomly targeting students, officials said.
"The suspect came into the building, walked to the classroom, shot the
individual and walked out," said school
spokesman Greg McClure in an earlier
news conference. He then walked outside
and surrendered to police.
"This is not your typical active shooter.
This appears to be an isolated and intentional act," Cox said in the evening news
conference. "We have developed information through several witnesses that the
victim appeared to have been targeted by
the suspect and it was no more, no less
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Salmons said being able to
stay in state to play college football was a dream come true.
“Whenever you play for a local university then it means a lot
to you and means a lot to your
family,” Salmons said. “It meant
a little bit extra for me to play
at Marshall. Everybody knows
who Marshall is and they have
great tradition.”
As a coach, Salmons is tasked
with helping as many of his
players who are seniors move
on to the college gridiron if
they want to play at that level.
He said there are many good
players from West Virginia that
sometimes get overshadowed
by players from other states.
“There are a lot of good kids
in a lot of states, and West Virginia isn’t the Mecca of football,
but we have good kids too,”
Salmons said. “Marshall means
a lot to them. I was one of those
guys, Doc Holliday was one of
those guys, [Marshall Offensive
Coordinator] Coach Legg was
one of those guys, when he went
to West Virginia and played.”
While not many West Virginians get the opportunity to play
Division I football as do players
from other states, Salmons said
the caliber of West Virginia high
school football is improving.
“There is good football here,”
Salmons said. “Over the past
three years since I got here [Cabell Midland], I think football in
West Virginia has gotten better.

NCAA

Continued from Page 3
Individual sweepstakes prizes
include an iPad Air and an all expense paid trip to the 2015 Men’s
Final Four basketball tournament

ART

Continued from Page 2
knowledge and understanding of the universal and
timeless qualities that identify
all great art,” Majdalany said.
“The more you appreciate and

GREEK

Continued from Page 2
the chemical spill, so it really hit home with some of our
chapter members,” Chelsea
Somerdielle, community service
chair for Delta Zeta, said. “Once

It still needs to get better. We’re
not able to work with them as
much, but I think it will get better as coaches continue to work
with the kids who want to be as
good as anybody else.”
Salmons knows fully what
Brooks and Van Horn went
through, not only on the practice field, but also in terms
of being on scholarship.
“I walked on, then after my
first year I earned a scholarship,” Salmons said. “When
I started out, I was 230 lbs.
I know that Clint Van Horn
wasn’t a real big kid, but that
walk-on year gave me time
to develop and the same for
him.”
Defensive back Matthew
Santer of Parkersburg will join
the Herd as part of the 2014
recruiting class and has already
began classes for the spring semester, after spending a season
at Fork Union Military Academy
in Virginia. Holliday’s pledge to
visit every high school in West
Virginia that he wants the current West Virginians already
with the Herd to have more
Mountain State natives alongside them on the field.
No one will know exactly
how many West Virginians will
choose Marshall until Feb. 5, but
between now and then, Holliday and his staff will be working
to add to the already growing
number of locals on the Herd
roster.
Braxton Crisp can be contacted at crisp23@marshall.
edu.

in Indianapolis, IN.
Each school that makes it to
the Sweet Sixteen round will win
$10,000 and the winner will receive the $100,000 prize.
Michael Circle can be contacted at circle@marshall.edu.

understand the art of different eras, movements, styles
and techniques, the better
you can develop, evaluate, and
improve.”
Breckin Wells can be
contacted at wells134@
marshall.edu.

we heard about all of the people
in need we just had to help.”
Marshall Greeks plan to
continue making donations
and helping those in need.
Erika Rittenhouse can be
contacted at rittenhouse4@
marshall.edu.
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"WHERE IS THIS COMING FROM?"
Looking back at this year’s Golden Globes, Jacqueline Bisset’s acceptance speech was one of the most
memorable moments of the night. The best supporting
actress winner delivered a bizarre speech in which
she cursed, cried and rambled about forgiveness. Bisset commented on the unique speech as a guest on
“The Queen Latifah Show” Tuesday, blaming hunger
and thirst for her disjointed thoughts. After spending
hours on the red carpet, Bisset claims to have been
starving and thinking about her dinner when her category was called. By the time she reached the stage
— through the maze of tables at the Beverly Hilton
Hotel — Bisset’s shock and hunger had taken over,
and her speech “just did a twist on itself.”
“In my opinion, you set the bar,” Latifah commented
simply.
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IN THEATERS
THIS WEEK
"I, Frankenstein"
"Gloria"
"Stranger by the
Lake"
"Visitors"
"Gimme Shelter"
"Run & Jump"
"Knights of
Badassdom"

Macklemore & Ryan Lewis
expected to take home gold
By GLENN GAMBOA

nominations in three of the top four
categories — including album of the
year for “The Heist,” song of the year for
“Same Love” and best new artist.
“Seven is unbelievable,” Lewis told
CNN after the nominations were announced. “We came here hoping for one.”
For the year,
Jay Z actually tops
the nominations
with
nine.
However,
he
was
nominated
twice
in
two categories, making
Macklemore performs at the Nokia Theater in Los
him
eligible
Angeles during the 56th annual Grammy Awards
to
win
only
Nominations concert on Friday, Dec. 6, 2013.
seven
ROB GAUTHIER | LOS ANGELES TIMES | MCT
awards, just
like
Macklemore & Ryan
Lewis,
Kendrick
Lamar,
Justin Timberlake and Pharrell
Williams.
What
makes
their
nominations
success even more
surprising is that they
released “The Heist,”
which went platinum
last year, on their own
Macklemore label. Everything about the project had
an indie, do-it-yourself vibe
that challenged business as
usual in the music industry.
And now, it seems, the music
industry is ready to reward
them for it over previous
Grammy darlings, including
Timberlake, who got shut
out of the top categories
even though his album “The
20/20 Experience” was his
first in seven years and the
biggest-selling album of
2013.
Instead of using the
usual go-to hip-hop collaborators to appear on
their songs — like Chris
Brown, Lil Wayne or Pharrell
— the duo went with lesserknown artists from the Seattle
area. “Thrift Shop” features an
appearance from 52-year-old
soul singer Wanz. “Can’t Hold Us”
has 22-year-old newcomer Ray
Dalton singing the chorus. And
“Same Love” includes 24-year-old
singer-songwriter Mary Lambert
on the hook.

NEWSDAY (MCT)
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis have managed a pretty nifty trick: They are
underdogs who are leading the pack.
The Seattle hip-hop duo went from
unknowns to arena-filling stars in the
course of a year or so, and their No. 1
smashes “Thrift Shop” and “Can’t Hold
Us” made them the first duo in history
to have their first two singles top the
charts.
In what may be their biggest accomplishment yet, Macklemore
& Ryan Lewis go into Grammy
night with the best shot to take
home the biggest awards. They
have seven nominations overall and are the only artists with

The unconventional team also created some unconventional themes for
hip-hop. “Thrift Shop” challenges the
widely held hip-hop ideal of using expensive clothes and designer labels to
convey status. “I am stuntin’ and flossin’ and savin’ my money and I’m hella
happy that’s a bargain,” Macklemore
declares, before questioning why anyone would pay $50 for a T-shirt.
For “Same Love,” Macklemore simply
declares his support for same-sex marriage by telling his own personal stories
and bringing Lambert in to sing about
hers. By using hip-hop to drive his point
home, Macklemore questions the genre’s
ongoing use of homophobic slurs without
battling over it. He just offers another
rarely seen outlook. “A certificate on paper isn’t gonna solve it all, but it’s a damn
good place to start,” Macklemore raps.
“No law is gonna change us. We have to
change us.”
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis’ outsider attitude even extends to their acceptance
speeches for awards. At the American
Music Awards, after the duo won for favorite rap/hip-hop album, Macklemore
skipped the usual thank yous and referenced Trayvon Martin, the unarmed
Florida teen shot and killed in 2012. “I
want to acknowledge Trayvon Martin and
the hundreds and hundreds of kids each
year that are dying due to racial profiling
and the violence that follows it,” he said.
“It’s time that we look out for the youth
and fight against racism and the laws that
protect it.”
The duo’s conscience-raising actions
and their unorthodox approach, as well
as their unquestionable commercial success, should gain them plenty of votes
from the Recording Academy, which likes
to recognize all of those qualities.
Of course, there could be some spoilers. New Zealand teen Lorde has several
of the same qualities going for her with
her smash “Royals,” which is up for record of the year and song of the year, as
is Bruno Mars’ “Locked Out of Heaven.”
And the hip-hop establishment hasn’t
been completely supportive of Macklemore & Ryan Lewis, which will actually
make it tougher for them to win in the
rap categories — voted on only by those
working in the rap field — than in the
general categories, which are voted
on by all members of the Recording
Academy.
“Up until a year, a year and a half ago,
we were an underground rap group that
only a small percentage of the population knew about,” Macklemore told MTV
News after the nominations were announced. “I never thought that our music
would affect this many people and be
heard by this many people. It’s the highest honor. It’s the peak of what you strive
for in terms of being recognized for the
music that you make.
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Paramount goes
digital, halts film use
By RICHARD VERRIER

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
For more than a century,
Hollywood has relied on 35-millimeter film to capture its
fleeting images and deliver them
to the silver screen. Now, in a historic move, Paramount Pictures
has become the first big studio
to stop releasing its major movies on film in the United States.
The studio’s Oscar-nominated film “The Wolf of Wall
Street” is the studio’s first
movie in wide release to be
distributed entirely in digital
format, according to theater
industry executives briefed on
the plans who were not authorized to speak publicly.
Paramount recently notified
theater owners that its Will
Ferrell comedy “Anchorman 2:
The Legend Continues,” which
opened in December, was the
last movie released on 35-mm
film, these people said. Previously, only small movies such
as documentaries were released solely in digital format.
The decision is likely to encourage other studios to follow
suit, accelerating a complete
phase-out of film that could
come by the end of the year.
“It’s of huge significance because Paramount is the first
studio to make this policy
known,” said Jan-Christopher
Horak, director of the UCLA Film
& Television Archive. “For 120
years, film and 35 mm has been
the format of choice for theatrical presentations. Now we’re
seeing the end of that. I’m not
shocked that it’s happened, but
how quickly it has happened.”
Paramount has kept its decision under wraps, at least
in Hollywood, and a spokeswoman for the studio did not
return calls for comment.
Its reticence reflects the fact
that no studio wants to be seen
as the first to abandon film,
which retains a cachet among
purists. Some studios may also
be reluctant to give up box-office
revenue by bypassing theaters
that can show only film.
About 8 percent of U.S. theater

screens have not gone digital
and can show movies only in the
old-fashioned film format. Internationally, Paramount is still
expected to ship film prints to
Latin America and other foreign
markets where most theaters
still show movies on film.
Studios prefer digital distribution because it is much
cheaper. Film prints cost as
much as $2,000; a digital copy
on disc usually costs less than
$100. Eventually, these movies
could be beamed into cinemas
by satellite, saving even more on
production and shipping costs.
Digital technology also
enables theaters to screen
higher-priced 3-D films and
makes it easier for them to book
and program entertainment.
Other studios were expected
to jump on the digital bandwagon first. 20th Century Fox
sent a letter to exhibitors in
2011 saying it would stop distributing film “within the next
year or two.” Disney issued
a similar warning to theater
operators. And last year, many
industry watchers expected
Lions Gate to make history
with an all-digital November
release of “The Hunger Games:
Catching Fire.”
Paramount’s move comes
nearly a decade after studios
began working with exhibitors
to help finance the replacement
of film projectors with digital
systems.
As a result, large chains have
moved quickly to embrace digital
technology: Ninety-two percent
of the 40,045 screens in the U.S.
have already converted to digital,
according to the National Association of Theatre Owners.
The slackening demand for film
has been felt across the industry. Last month, Technicolor, the
French-owned film processing
and post-production company,
closed a film lab in Glendale, Calif. That lab had replaced a much
larger facility at Universal Studios
that employed 360 workers until
it closed in 2011. Last year, Technicolor closed its Pinewood film
lab in Britain.
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